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ETF Open University’s accredited Bachelor’s and 

Master’s programs offer an ideal format if you 
want to combine your work with a program in 
theology and religious studies. The Bachelor’s 

program is in Dutch and the Master’s program in 
English. It consists of the following elements:  

• Year round distance learning courses through 
the digital learning environment ETF Virtual 
Campus.

• Up to eight Friday meetings (Bachelor) or 

four Saturday meetings (Master) in Leuven 
with fellow students and instructors to provide 
further coaching in the learning process.

• A Summer Colloquium during the third 
week of August where students focus on one 
theological topic which counts as one elective 
course in the program.

For more information please consult our Bachelor or 
Master brochures, visit www.etf.edu or contact us 
at info@etf.edu.
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This Summer Colloquium  
is organized in association with

The Leuven Center for Christian Studies 
(LCCS) is an interdisciplinary study 
center of the Evangelical Theological 
Faculty that exists to facilitate faithful 
Christian perspectives and witness in all 

areas of life in order to help revive the 
Christian roots of Europe.
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Prof. Dr. Stanley E. Porter 
is President and Dean, 

Professor of New Testament, 

and Roy A. Hope Chair in 

Christian Worldview, at 

McMaster Divinity College in 

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. 
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Practical Information
Our annual ETF Summer Colloquium will take place 
from August 22-27, 2016 at ETF in Leuven. During an 
inspiring, academic and international week of study, 
participants will come together to focus on a theme 
at the intersection of theology, church and society. 
In addition to lectures the week will include various 
workshops and times for meeting and reflection. 
Morning devotions will be led by ETF faculty.

ETF Summer Colloquium is required for ETF Open 
University students and is also open to interested 
people who have completed university studies, 
current students from other universities, pastors, 
teachers, IFES staff etc. 

All courses of the Colloquium will be held in English.

ECTS
You may receive proof of credits from ETF for 
the Summer Colloquium course upon successful 
completion. The workload for this course is 
approximately 140 hours (5 ECTS credits). 
Participants desiring to earn study credits will 
be required to prepare for the course through 
assignments distributed in advance and during the 
week. At the end of the week there will be a final 
examination.

Cost and registration
All lectures and workshops are included in these 
price formulas:
€395  guest room and meals
€340  student room and meals
€170  meals only

The number of places is limited. You can register 
until June 1, 2016 via www.etf.edu/sumcol16. 
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 1 Jonathan Edwards (1703-58) is rightly called one of the 

most influential theologians of his time and beyond. In 
the course we will explore Edwards’ understanding of 
the work of the Holy Spirit, spiritual awakenings and 
renewal, spiritual discernment and fruits of the Spirit. 
Trajectories and texts of intellectual history will 
be considered related to Edwards’ articulation of 
spirituality together with his treatises such as Religious 
Affections. This treatise is Edwards’ most penetrating 

interpretation of the awakenings of his time, not to 
mention one of the most penetrating of any time. In this 
work he lays out his religious psychology of affections, 
which encompasses both understanding and will and 
involves the total range of human faculties. Answering 
critics of the revival, Edwards discusses at length a 
series of “negative” signs, or unreliable criteria for 
judging the graciousness of affections. Finally, and 
most famously, he provides twelve “positive” signs 
for self-examination. The twelfth sign, which Edwards 
gives the fullest treatment, is the importance of 
Christian practice as evidence of the state of the heart. 
Here, for Edwards, is the ultimate standard for visible 
sainthood. Furthermore, we will examine sermons such 
as, A History of the Work of Redemption, Distinguishing 
Marks of a Work of a Spirit of God and Charity and Its 
Fruits, and other writings. 

In addition, the course will pay attention to the 
“Great Awakening” of the eighteenth century 
marking the inauguration of the revival tradition in 
America. The sources feeding the awakenings and 
the manifestations of the movement reached far 
beyond America’s eastern shore, and places the Great 
Awakening in (an international) context. Finally, we will 
pay attention to the primary source texts by Edwards 
and other figures involved in the eighteenth-century 
spiritual revivals.

Prof. Dr. Adriaan C. 
Neele
serves as Research Scholar, 

and Digital Editor at the 

Jonathan Edwards Center 

at Yale University, and as 

Professor Historical Theology 

and Director at the Jonathan 

Edwards Centre Africa of the 

University of the Free State, 

Bloemfontein, South Africa. 

The Pastoral Epistles have suffered greatly in New Testament 
scholarship, because of the widespread belief, especially within 
Continental European scholarship, that they are not by Paul. In fact, 
for many it is one of the assured results of scholarship that Paul did 
not write these three highly instructive letters. As a result of such a 
view, what insights they contain are often relegated to the category 
of later Pauline interpretations or reflections of developments in 
second-century Christianity. The loss has been great, not only for 
scholarship but, more importantly, for the Christian church that 
has not appreciated or taken seriously the comments of a senior 
Christian to his junior fellow pastor, as he reflects on contemporary 
church issues.
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This course does not engage in extended justification 
or defence of the authenticity of the Pastoral Epistles 
as written by the Apostle Paul - although the major 
arguments for and against will be raised and discussed 
where appropriate. Instead, this course takes the 
approach that, if we view the letters as by the Apostle 
Paul, we can benefit greatly from Paul’s instructions to 
his companion as we engage in interpretation of them. 
The course will cover all three of the letters, but focus 
will be placed upon a number of the traditionally difficult 
and even controversial passages that touch on such 
issues as the nature of Scripture, the role of women 
in the early church, church organization and authority, 
social responsibility, and other topics of surprisingly 
contemporary relevance. One of the results of such an 
investigation is the realization that a possible, if not likely, 
reason that the Pastoral Epistles have been avoided or 

relegated to non-Pauline status is that they raise issues 
and propose solutions that the church has not always 
wanted to embrace. A full and robust exploration of a 
number of crucial passages, attempting to get beyond 
pre-established understandings and even translations, 
opens up further avenues for discussion of what Paul said 
in these letters and their possible implications for today.


